MIAMI DAY OF CARING





Congratulations to Robert DerHagopian, MD, F.A.C.S.


2004 Recipient of the Mickey Whiting Award


(Photo)














Dr. Robert P. DerHagopian, or Dr. D., as his many patients know him, has touched the lives of so many women and men in South Florida and beyond.  He is accomplished, involved, and dedicated to his life's work - the practice of surgical oncology with specialty in diseases of the breast.


Dr. DerHagopian's Curriculum Vitae is more than impressive.  As a native of Cambridge, Massachusetts, he is a graduate of Lawrence Academy in Groton and received his Bachelor of Science from Tufts University in 1965.  After graduation from Tufts University School of Medicine in 1969, 


Dr. DerHagopian completed his internship and residency at Boston City Hospital and Tufts New England Medical Center.  He was a Fellow in Transplantation at the Veteran's Administration Hospital in Boston and returned to Tufts New England Medical Center, Department of Surgery, as Chief Resident, from 1973 to 1974.  


Over the next two years, Dr. DerHagopian served in the United States Navy Medical Corp on Active Duty.  He continued his military service as a Commanding Officer with the United States Naval Reserve and retired with the rank of Captain in 1996.  Following his active duty service, Dr. DerHagopian came to Miami and completed his Post-Doctoral Fellowship in Surgical Oncology at the University of Miami School of Medicine in 1977.  


He is an active member of a long list of professional and honorary organizations.  Dr. DerHagopian has several prestigious honors and awards to his credit, including the National Defense Medal and Certificate of Achievement as State Chairman for Cancer Programs in the State of Florida for the American College of Surgeons.


Dr. DerHagopian has been extremely involved in the University community, serving on many committees and assuming leadership roles as Medical Director, Jackson Memorial Hopsital and University of Miami Hospitals and Clinics; Director, Jackson Memorial Hospital Tumor Clinic; among other responsible administrative positions.  


As a researcher, Dr. DerHagopian has been published in numerous medical journals and has presented his findings at conferences throughout the United States. He has collaborated with many of the most respected oncologists and surgeons in our community and throughout the Southeast region.


However, Dr. DerHagopian's  impressive Curriculum Vitae fails to provide insight into the caring and dedicated man we know as Dr. D.  A more personal telling is in order and will underscore why Dr. D. has been selected as the first recipient of the Mickey Whiting Award.


Dr. D. has a very special magic.  He is able to completely focus on you, his patient.  Sometimes the wait in his office may be long, but you know that when he enters the examining room, he is only concerned about you and how you are doing.  He is willing to take the time to discuss (even at length) your diagnosis, your treatment options, and will patiently answer your questions, discuss the latest research, and make sure that you are prepared to make informed decisions.  He partners with you  in a caring manner and makes you feel like you have a doctor who is so skilled, so capable, and so determined on your side.


One of his nursing staff once said that when you are in the operating room with Dr. D., you are the only person on earth to him.  He cares about his patients, and he isn't afraid to let them know it!   He is accessible and available, even to the potential detriment of his own well-being at times.


Hugs are an integral part of his prescription for health.  It is no wonder that his patients think the world of Dr. D. and recommend him immediately to friends and family who are facing a diagnosis of breast cancer.


Dr. Robert DerHagopian is a fine physician, a skilled surgeon, an accomplished researcher, a respected leader, and a beloved man.  He has dedicated his life to the diagnosis, treatment, and eradication of breast cancer.  And he does so every day with compassion, caring, and love.





The Mickey Whiting Award was created in 2004 to honor and celebrate the work of Mickey.  It is given annually at Day of Caring to an individual in our community who embodies Mickey’s ideals of selfless giving, old-fashioned hard work, the highest ethical behavior and genuine love and concern for her fellow men and women in the fight against breast cancer.
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